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Planning a wedding is a monumental undertaking. It takes so much time and knowledge that 
wedding planners make a living  directing couples though the process. This wedding guide 

was created to help give engaged couples clarity and insight about everything you need to 
know to get the best photographic coverage of your wedding day.



    

Choosing who you want to photograph 
your wedding day is arguably one of the 
most important decisions you will make 
when planning your wedding. This is a 
once in a lifetime event and not a decision 
you should make casually. Not every 
photographer is going to be a perfect 
fit for every couple. Knowing the right 
questions to ask will  help you find the 
perfect photographer for your wedding. 
Here are the major things I would consider 
as a wedding photographer if I was to hire a 
photographer for my own wedding.

Settle on Style
Wedding photography is a very personal 
thing and choosing a style to fit your taste 
is the first step in finding a photographer 
for your wedding. Go out and look at as 
many portfolios as you can and choose ones 

that intuitively resonate with you. If 
you are having a hard time narrowing 
down an exact style that resonates with 
you, try adding some of the adjectives 
below to a Google search:

Documentary/Photojournalistic 
Traditional/Portrait
Fine Art/Bold/Edgy
i.e. “Traditional Wedding Photography”

Start Reaching out 
Immediately
Once you find a few photographers 
with portfolios you really like, start 
reaching out to them immediately. Most  
well established photographers start 
scheduling weddings a year or more in 
advance on a first come first serve basis.

Set up a Meeting
Once you’ve narrowed down some 
of your favorite photographers and 
confirmed availability it’s time to go 
out and meet those photographers. This 
is super important. Just because you like 
their work, doesn’t mean you will like 

Tips for Choosing 
your Photographer

them! It’s very important to not only pick a 
photographer who’s work you admire, but 
also choose someone you mesh well with. You 
will be spending a considerable amount of time 
with this person before, during and after your 
wedding. Make sure you like them as much as 
you like their work!

I recommend choosing no more than three of 
your favorite photographers and starting 
there. Rarely should anyone need to meet with 
more than three vendors before making an 
informed decision.

It’s important to use this time to ask lots of 
questions. Each photographer will probably 
have a different opinion about how they would 
choose to handle different aspects of your 
wedding. It’s good to hear them all out and 
choose the one who’s philosophy makes the 
most sense to you.

Check out final artwork  samples in person
when you meet with your perspective photog-
raphers in person, be sure and take the time to 
check out some physical samples of some final 
artwork. It’s one thing to view images in an 

online portfolio, it’s quite another to hold 
a final wedding album in your hands.  This 
is how you can expect your final artwork 
to look when you receive it. You’ll know a 
well constructed album when you feel it. 
Compare products against other photogra-
phers samples with the mindset that these 
are family heirlooms that will be cherished 
for many decades, possibly outlasting you if 
cared for correctly.

Compare Packages
You won’t be able to nail down an exact 
dollar amount until you determine exactly 
what you want. Most photographers make 
this easy for you and offer pre designed 
popular packages to fit your needs along 
with an A La Carte menu. Make sure you 
know exactly what is included and what 
isn’t in each photographers package so you 
know you are comparing apples to apples. 
If you need help establishing how much 
coverage time you will need  for your 
wedding refer to page 14 of this guide.
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Ceremonies 

Left: This couple chose to 

have their ceremony in the 

shade which made it easy for 

us to capture great photos 

from all angles throughout 

the ceremony. 

Make your  photos better  by planning for success

Right: The ceremony site for this 

couple started out in full shade at the 

beginning of the ceremony and then 

changed to full sun as the ceremony 

progressed. Full sun ceremonies are 

much more challenging to photograph 

and often limit the angles we can 

effectively shoot from. 

Plan Ahead
If at all possible it is always a good idea to hold your ceremony 
at a time of day where the ceremony site will be in full shade. 
Full shade offers the most flexibility in the angles we can 
effectively shoot at and everyone will be lit evenly. If there is a 

chance that your ceremony site might be in full sun at the time of your ceremony, I strongly recommend 
having the ceremony at times where the sun is lower on the horizon. 12pm would be a bad time to 
hold a full sun ceremony for instance and would cause unflattering, dark shadows around peoples eyes. 
Always consult your photographer about his or her thoughts about the ceremony if there is any chance 
that it will be held in full sun. 

• The best time for sunset weddings is 15-20 min before sunset. 
• Dappled light coming through trees can look really beautiful in person, but really bad in camera. 

Consult your photographer before booking a venue with this situation. 
• Building an arbor to block overhead sun or an arbor with a white sheet to diffuse potential harsh sun 

is an great insurance policy if your ceremony is held in full sun.
• Some ceremonies inside churches can be notoriously dark, which is not good for photography. 

Sometimes there is little we can do about this if your place of worship does not allow artificial 
lighting. Ask your venue about their policies regarding flash photography before hand to help in 
making your final venue decision. 

• When in doubt ask your photographer to do a walk through with you at your ceremony site. 
Although the ceremony location might be fixed, or you might think lighting conditions are poor, 
there may be some suggestions that your photographer can offer to make everything turn out better 
than you originally thought possible.
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Engagement Photography
When Should I Schedule Our Engagement Session?
Many couples like to use their engagement photos to for their save the date invitations. If this 

is something that appeals to you, I recommend having your engagement session photographed 

roughly 6-8 months before your wedding. Planning ahead for your engagement session will 

ensure that you have plenty of time to have the pictures processed and invitations ordered for 

your guests. 

Complimentary Engagement Sessions
Clients that book 8 or more hours of wedding coverage with me get a complementary 

engagement photo session. After the session, you and your fiancé can choose to purchase any 

images you want A La Carte.

Guest Book Ideas
Create a traditional style guest book using images from your session with large boarders for 

space to allow your guests to sign.
or

Frame your favorite engagement photo in a frame with an extra large mat for guests to sign as 
a final piece of wall art to hang in your home after the wedding.
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A Session for you
If you are like most brides, you have probably 
spent a lot of time on your appearance  making 
yourself look your best for your special day. 
Despite all of this hard work, most women still 
wish they could change something about their 
appearance as their wedding approaches. The 
good news is that you are probably just being 
way to hard on yourself. Boudoir bridges the 
gap between how beautiful you area and how 
beautiful you feel. It is my job to do one simple 
thing, photograph you though the eyes of a loved 
one, and then show it back to you. 

A Session for Him
Bridal boudoir is the ultimate gift for your 
significant other. Leave him speechless with 
tasteful, sensual photos of you in a private album 
or folio box. Your final images will look like 
something out of a high end glamour magazine and 
he will be tongue tied by the final results!

Complimentary 
Boudoir Session
Couples that book 8 hrs or more of wedding 
day coverage with me are eligible to receive 
a complementary boudoir photo shoot and 
makeover session. Simply purchase any prints you 
want after your session and that’s it! 

Mini Sessions Available
Go all out and get the ultimate experience with a 
stand alone session or add a bit of coverage time 
onto your wedding day for a mini session. Mini 
sessions are great if you want just a couple images 
or sensual images of you getting into your dress. 

Bridal 
Boudoir
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Creating a timeline for your wedding day can be one of the most daunting  and overwhelming parts of  planning a wedding. It 
can be so overwhelming for some, that wedding planners actually make a full time living out doing just that. If you don’t have a 

wedding planner worry not, I’m going to help you with how a wedding day timeline should look so we can design one perfect for 
you. If you already have a wedding planner, that’s great and this section is specifically for them. Below are my recommended time 

frames for each part of your wedding day coverage.

 Please note that these recommendations should NOT be amended in either order or duration if you 
want your final artwork to be consistent with any of my sample albums. 

Groom Pre-ceremoney Coverage 1.5 Hrs
Groom formal coverage should happen before the bridal coverage because brides will take longer to get ready with hair and 
makeup. While the bride is getting her hair and makeup done, we can take care of all of the groom pre-ceremoney images. At this 
time I will capture the groom formal portraits, pictures with him and his grooms men, and family pictures with the groom and his 
family. All guys should arrive camera ready wearing their shirt and pants. We will capture putting on the tie, cuff links, boutonnière 
and all other details so please DO NOT  put them on before I arrive. 

Bride Pre-ceremoney Coverage 2hrs
Bride pre-ceremoney coverage should happen after the groom. During this coverage we will capture formal portraits of the bride, 
the bride with her bridesmaids, and family portraits with the bride and her family. One common way I’ve seen wedding time lines 
get off track is if hair and makeup is not done on time. Make sure your hair and makeup artists are aware  of your timeline and 
when they should be expected to finish to keep your day on track and running smoothly.

Formal Couple Portraits 45min 
Your formal portraits are important and shouldn’t be rushed. Capturing your formal portraits before the ceremony is they key to 
making this happen. If you would like to do a first look, the first part of this time slot would be the time to do that as well. Add 10-
15 minutes to the formal portraits segment if you would like to have a first look.

Full Bridal Party/Full Family Portraits 20min
After your formal couple portraits is the ideal time to do these pictures. It is usually my goal to get all of the must have formal shots 
done before the ceremony so you can just sit back and enjoy your day after that.  It is common for some couples to want to take a 
break and push these formal portraits off until after the ceremony. This is typically a mistake in my opinion. You will have plenty 
of time to enjoy your day after this point, but trying to capture formal portraits after the ceremony can get very difficult with the 
distraction of everyone wanting to socialize and enjoy the party. If you have a shot list of people you want a picture with outside of 
your immediate families, now is the time to take care of those shots as well. Keep in mind that the longer your list is the longer this 
segment will take, so budget additional time if necessary for your situation.

The Ceremony 30-45 min
Every ceremony is different. Some ceremonies may be short and sweet lasting only 10 minutes while others can be 
significantly longer. Whatever your circumstance, it’s always good practice to pad your timing a bit as these things 
generally always go a bit longer than you think they will.

Cocktail Hour 1 hr
In emergency circumstance we can use cocktail hour to pick up any shots we didn’t get when we were supposed 
to. Under ideal circumstances this is the perfect time for me to break away and go to the reception area to get 
detail shots before it gets cluttered with guests. 

Reception 3-4hrs
This is where the speeches, first dance, garter toss, cake cut and dancing all happen. However you want to 
structure this part of the day is completely up to you, but I always greatly appreciate a copy of the itinerary 
so I can plan accordingly. Please note that I do not take photographs while people are eating. I use this time 
to grab a bite myself and or put together your same day slide show if that is part of your package. 

Creating Your Wedding Timeline
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Every booking begins with a consultation. 
We can meet up for coffee/

cocktails and I will bring a sample 
album for you both to look at. If 
you are from out of town, worry 

not! We can do your consultation 
via Skype if we are too far from each 

other to meet up in person. 

Submit your Retainer
So you want to book me as your 
wedding photographer? That’s 
fantastic and I’m glad to hear 

it! At this time you will submit a 
$500.00 retainer to reserve your 

wedding date. This money will be put 
towards your final invoice. Please 

note that your Retainer is non-
refundable.

Fill out your Wedding Packet
Roughly one month prior to your 

wedding you will revive  your 
wedding packet in the mail. In 

this packet we will nail down the 
schedule and shot list along with 

other important information so 
that everything runs smoothly on 
wedding day. This packet is due 2 
weeks before your wedding along 
with your final payment for your 

wedding coverage. 

Wedding Day!
No explanation needed here :-)

View and Order Session
Every wedding comes with a view 

and order session where you will see 
your images for the very first time. 
Your album will be pre-designed by 
me and we will finalize this design 

at your view and order session. This 
session is scheduled when your final 

payment is received and typically 
happens 2-4 weeks after your 

wedding. All decision makers must 
be present for this session . 

Receive your Final Artwork
After your view and order session, 
I will get to work putting the final 

touches on your images. Please 
allow 6-8 weeks for your order 

to be completed. Please note that 
there are no cash refunds on money 

put towards final print orders. A 
credit minus a labor fee for work 

done on order will be given.
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I  want my photographs to be 
timeless, a photograph that could 

be hung on someone’s wall 100 years 
from now and still be as relevant 

then as it is now. 

-Jason Guy
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Common Mistakes
and how to avoid them

From all of the weddings I have photographed over the years, there is one 
major way I see brides consistently sabotage the quality of their wedding 

photography. These mistakes all revolve around not sticking to an agreed upon 
schedule for the day of the event. Below are the three most common pit falls 

that are easy to avoid, and even easier to fall into if not made aware of them in 
advance. Avoid these pitfalls and your final artwork should turn out amazing! 

1. Avoid last minute changes to your wedding day timeline. I try to 
make things as easy as possible for every couple and will sit down with 
you to create a custom timeline for your wedding day if need be. It is 
incredibly common for couples to want to change this timeline the night 
before or even the day of the event. Don’t be tempted to do this! It never 
goes well and your final artwork will commonly suffer as a result of last 
minute changes. Always consult with me prior to making any changes 
to your agreed upon timeline. Your wedding day timeline will be in your 
wedding packet which you will receive roughly one month before your 
wedding.  

2. Make all vendors aware of your timeline. Once you have your wedding 
day timeline I strongly encourage you to share this timeline with all 
vendors who might be affected by it. A timeline means nothing if 
everyone involved is not aware of it’s existence. The most common way 
I see wedding timelines go off track starts with your hair and makeup 
artist. If your hair and makeup artist is not finished on time, the schedule 
for the entire day will be thrown off and it will usually come at the 
expense of your wedding photography. Don’t let this happen and make 
sure your hair and make up artist is aware of when he or she is expected 
to be finished. I recommend planning to have hair and makeup finished 
30 min before you expect to be photographed to help keep everything on 
schedule.

3. Make friends and family aware of your timeline. It is very important to 
make friends and family members who you plan to have photographed 
aware of your timeline. Missing family members can sometimes cause 
pictures to get missed or for schedules to run to long affecting other 
vendors while we try to get all of your pictures. Share your timeline with 
family members who it affects and make sure everyone is aware of where 
they need to be and when. 
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Coverage Options
The following prices are the creative fees I charge to capture your wedding. If you are unsure how 

much coverage you will need you can refer to the “creating your time line” section of this guide on 

page 14 or check out the pre designed packages on page 33 to help you get and idea of how much time 

you will need for your wedding. Full day wedding coverage is typically about 12 hrs. 

Second Photographer
Many photographers offer the option of including a second or even third photographer as part 

of their wedding packages. I don’t and here is why. Odds are if you are reading this you value 

wedding photography greatly. So much so that you are considering hiring a photographer with a 

very distinct style. Each photographer has such a distinct perspective and look that to expect a 

second photographer to shoot images consistent with the main photographer is unrealistic and in 

my opinion waters down the experience for which you hired your primary photographer in the first 

place. 

4 hrs
6 hrs
8 hrs

10 hrs
12 hrs

Overtime 

$1,200
$1,500
$1,700
$2,300
$2,700

$200/hr
• 4 hr coverage minimum. 

• 10% coverage discount for non Saturday weddings.
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Wedding Albums

12x12 (Add 2 Pages)

10x10 (Add 2 Pages)

8x8 (Add 2 Pages)

$1055 ($100)

$895 ($90)

$775 ($80)

I believe with every fiber of my being that an album is the best way to experience your 

final wedding imagery. Your album will be made with the finest materials and will last 

your lifetime and beyond when properly cared for. Every spread will be printed on true 

photographic paper and constructed to archival standards in a beautiful lay flat design. 

This lay flat architecture allows me to design the album in a way where the images 

can span the “gutter” without impeding your viewing experience. With hundreds of 

cover options that can be mixed and matched you literally have infinite ways you can 

customize your album to your unique taste.

• Base album starts at 20 pages (10 leaves). 

• Additional pages can be purchased for the additional price listed.

• 50% discount on duplicate albums.

• Full res digital files included of each 

image inside album. 
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Wall Art

8 x 12
11 x 16
16 x 24
24 x 36
30 x 45

$200
$400
$600
$800

$1,000

Printed on Fuji luster photo paper, every photo is UV coated and mounted on 
polystyrene to ensure that your artwork does not fade or warp over time. 

•  Every print purchased comes with a full res digital file.
• 50% discount on all duplicate prints.
• Additional sizes available upon request.
• Metal and canvas print options available.
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It is my life’s work to photograph 
every one of my clients though 

the eyes of a loved one.

-Jason Guy
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Wedding Collections

Elopement
This package is perfect for those who want to have a small ceremony.  With this package 
I can cover all of the essential parts of your wedding including: The ceremony, formal 
couple portraits,  formal family portraits, and a few formal portraits of the two of you 
individually.  After the wedding you will receive a custom designed 20 page album with your 
favorite images.

• 4 hrs wedding day coverage

• 20 page 8x8 Wedding Album

$1,975

The Essentials
With this package we can get all of the formal portraits from the day, a first look, ceremony 

pictures and the first part of the reception or cocktail hour. After the wedding you will 
receive a custom designed 30 page album with your favorite images.

• 8 hrs wedding day coverage

• 30 page 10 x 10 Album

$3,045

 Style me Pretty
This package will get you coverage of the entire day except for probably the last part 

of your reception which is typically when the dancing happens. During the later part of 
your ceremony we will produce a same day slide show of the images I captured up though 
the ceremony, there won’t be a dry eye in the place, trust me. After the wedding you will 
not only get a gorgeous 12 x 12 wedding album custom designed by me, you will also get an 

impressive 24 x 36 print of your favorite image to hang in your home. 

• 10 hrs wedding day coverage

• Complimentary assistant

• Same day slide show

• 40 page 12 x 12 album

• 24 x 36 wall art

$5,155

Dream Wedding
You will get coverage of the entire day, and a complimentary assistant and a same day 

slide show. After the wedding you will get a 60 page album, a stunning 30x45 print of your 
favorite shot to hang in your home and two parent albums for each of your parents. 

• 12 hrs wedding day coverage

• Complimentary assistant

• Same day sideshow

• 60 page 12 x 12 album

• 30 x 45  wall art

• (2) 60 page 10 x 10 parent albums

$10,450
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About Jason Guy

The Man Behind the Camera
Photographer, Retoucher and Australian Shepherd Owner

our wedding day is arguably 
one of the most defining 
days of your entire life. The 
suspense is so great and 
many brides worry about 

looking awkward for their formal wedding 
photos. Worry not, I understand this and will 
coach you every step of the way. With every 
wedding I photograph, I have one simple goal: 
To photograph every person through the eyes 
of a loved one. This is my life’s work and my 
passion. 

If my photographic style and outlook is in line 
with what you are looking for, I’d like to invite 
you to an in person consultation with me. Out 
for cocktails or over a cup of coffee, I’d love the 
opportunity to get to know you both and an-
swer any questions you may have.”

Bookings and Inquiries

(707) 695-7869

Info@JasonGuyPhotography.com

-Jason Guy

“Y
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